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A STUDY OF A GROUP OF WEST TNDIAN
NEGROES 1IN NFEW YORE CITY.

- PURPOSE AND SCOE F TIE STUDY -

Despite the emphasis now being laid up n individual
inheritance »s a determining factor in man's strug le for ex-
istence, there is n> doubht thot environment, physical, pyschi-
cal and social ‘lays 2 part of tremendous importonce in determin-
ing the chracteristicsof both the individual and the group.
Through the adjustment of himself to the requirements -f his
environment, man has always ben and will, perhaps forever, Le
molding new types, determining new customs and creating new
characteristies. People long dwelling in the same environment
develop ceértain odes of thought and action. Under given stim-
uli of sufficient duration, the group cultivsates peculiar desires
and prowvides suitable means of satisfying them. A change of
environment produces a change in the individual,i.e. a change
from one set of circumstances td another produces different de-
sires and different means of satisfaction. About these two facts
the d-te presented in this study are grouped.

The individual has greater freedom for the expression
of his own desires in the selection of his amusements than in any
other activity of life. This paper aims then to showi (1) The
+est Indian's response to his new stimuli, and (2) his use of his

leisure time. Comparision of his home and pre¢sent environments

“nd discus ion of his ocecupational activities, therefore, are
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referred toé only in so for as the same aid in gresping more fully

the subject in hand.

The study wes made of a heterogeneous group of

tventy—=fonr individuals.

A list of twenty—-seven names was secured from the
Superintendent of Walton Kindergarten and Lincoln Day Nusery,
in whose care many West Indian children are¢ placed during the

day. After a few nights work, this list was found to be un-
satisfactory, because, (1) the individuals in almost every in-
stance, were of the very lowest economic snd intellectual class
hence not represent tive, "nd (2) many had changed addresces.
Only three of these individuals were finally accepted. A second
list of ten names wos secured from tl.e Rector of a churech in the
neighbérhood. These persons were of the best economic and in-
tellectuak type. Only five of them were considered in the
study. From acquaintanc s formed by frequent visits to West
Indian grocery stores, restaurants ~nd churches, and by ascer—

the
taining from the jeanitors of/West Indian Apartments, the other

sixteen were obtained.



Table Showing Nativity of the Group.

: t:iPop. of City
_City Is)ond in 1900 :.;;gdivgdunls.
4 of Spain o 1i 23,007 4
: St Christophor or St. Kitte: 0,007 3
:_sntimdl. i 9,738 ;03
- -
otal ; ;; : 24

) the twenty-four indivi uals, twonty-two were
notives of the British, "nd two of the Danish Islands. 217
wore from the Los er /ntilles exccept the Jamajcan. It is scen
that 2ll of the individuals, exeept onec, werc from citiea. I
coanider = study of group of eity people dwelling in a foreign
city productive of more serviceanble nm terial th-n that offered
by a study eitler of o group of rursl individunis, or rixed
group of rur-l and city people dwelling in this foreign oity,
ospoecially when the purpose of the study {s Lo le rn shat effect
the environient of the new country is hawing on the imigrant
groupe. The runtie 1o a foreipgn city must cor o on double ade=
Justment——ad Justment to the city environment nn’ adjustment t
the foreipgn enviromtc t. The resident of the foreipn city, be

it amall, hrs only onc -~djustinent to complete~from his n:tive
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customs to the foreign habits of life. The city of 10,000 in-
habitants has the same characteristics of urban life as the city
of many mofe thousands, though on a small scale. For this
reason individuals from cities are included in the study.

The chief crop in the West Indies is sugar cane, imported by
America in large quantities -~ and until recently by European
countries. But under the bounty eystem by which the "protectionist"®
countries of Eurpe stimulated the bed sugar industry by paying
bounties on exports, the production of sugar in these bounty paying
countries reached a proportion which it never could have recached
without state aides At the same time the consumption of suzar was
greatly restricted on account of the heavy excise duties, imposed
mainly to provide for the payment of bounty. The quantity of
sugar was so0 increased at that time, the price in foreign countries
of the exported beet sugar was below the price of the prime cost of
producticn. Consequently this European competition greatly reduced
the sugar profits in the West indies. ¥rom the begiming of
the bounty system, about the middle of the wninteenth Century,

& chunge in thc demand for the staple crop was felt in the West
Indies, and, in the large sighties, the depietion became serious
and has be-n so ever since. Laborers on the cane plantations were
thrown out of work, and the inhabitante throuzhout the Islands felt
the decrease in the number of ovportunities for employment even in
other fields of labor. Hence, the zre:t American immigration

from the West Indies during this period.



(]
-

Barbad®s, which has the densest population by of
all the islands (1,120 per square miles) and the largest propor-
tional area of land grown in su, ar cane, naturaelly would have the
largest -mount of suffering or the liorgest emmigration, when it
beczme necessary to change to the cultivation of fruit, which
is a more extensive crop than sugar cone, and requires lecss labor
in its production. This probably accounts for the large pro-
poertion of Barbadians found in "San Juan Hill," and included in
the tudy.

The lowest age studied wos seventeen, the highest
fifty, »nd the median thirty-one years.

Seven women and seventcen nen composed the group. I
welcomed tl:e excers of men over women becazuse (1) there core more
Vest Ind an men in New York than women, which complies with the
genernl rule of foreign immigration, and (2) the wife [ the West
Indian is somewhat reticicnt :bout talking in the -bsence of her
busband, who dominates the home with his strong will. There is a
great deal of passiwvwe obedience on the pert of his wife and
children. This accounts for the bLelief current among the Ameri-
¢'n Negroes, that the VWest Indian is cruel to his wife. Regard-
less of the cause, the Vest Tndian wife is rather taciturn in
her husband's =bsenc . If she t-lke, her st ry is so neatly
like her husbend's thot no additional information is gnthered

from the second interview.
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njug~l
ngﬁJons. The group consisted of fourtcen married, eight single

nd two widowed nersons. These individunls wio h-d intermarried
with Americ ns were rejected as types, in order to elminate
those whore home influences were not purely Vest Indi-n. Only
one American lodger resided with the groupe 1In ~ddtion %o the
twenty-four individucls composing the group, there ore twenty-
three children, fourtecen wivés, md fifteen lodgers sh-ring the
family life. vThc living apartments were mede up of from two to
five rooms. The best conditions wrs husbond »nd wife living
in five rooms. The worst was lmsbend, wife, ecight children,
and one lodger living in four rooms. In = few other {nst:necs,
there wrs o tendencey toward overcrowding, vhich is due largel;
to high rents coupled vith low wogese Of the cixteen m rried or
widowed nersona; 7 h“d?ghildr&n

4 h-d 1 child
P2 chil?rcn

”

- .
4 o
o o

b e e 20
e 3 3 = a

Thece figures are nnt indicative of the rroductivity of the Test

s

Indinn bee use of the short time some of the group had becn

married.
EY
. The lowent roent e————="0.00 “Or no.
. hif"hﬁst " _-"-"—8\)0“0

* median ° —em] A 00 " '

€

3 e The lowest wn e 220.07 per moe.
* highesct E ——— 00. C . =
" median . - 40.00 "= @

The income of five indivi urls, one undertaker, one

Lorelnnt, one student, one artist, nd one woman who was Jjanitor

'183150¥eg5€9 to the rent of singcle room. Lovest apartnent rent
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and 4id jJob sewing, could not e ascert ined. Estimatin

-~th-t the rent peid by the fifteen lodgers would provide food
for the fourtecn unemployed wives, there was left after deduct
ing the rent, °n aversge of abe 't $26.00 per month for the
wife's clothes nd ~musements, and the full mupport of an
adult =nd = child (dn every cage bLelow ten J¢ rs).e The in-
ividuale?' quest for han ines: must bhe considered ' ith these

limit-tions in nind.

Qccupations. Individuals.

Portors
Printers
Dres malkers
Dey's work
Seilors -
Coolk
Merchant
Undertoler
House work
Shinpping Clerk
Switch Board Operator
Laundres
Jonitor and pl-in geamstrean
"artist”
Student

fed ot b ok ok ok et el et b DO 00 DO DO O

Total 24

Only seven of these porsons had engrged in the
same or n similer ind of vork in the tenst Indies. Seven—-
tooi. had done very discimilar work (usually wrk of - less
meni~l n ture). For instance, one tercher nt lone is now a
porte , and one scecountnt is now a ship ing clerk.

Twventy hnd ‘ecen working -t tieir prosent occupn-
tions more than onc _enr; thwee wore thii o month but con=—

siderably les than 2 yerr, and one hnd chonged work four times
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.n the month previous to the interview. Only one of the four

individuals who changed their positions frequently, had becn
in New York longer thon one yecr. Doubtles: a lack of adjust-

ment due to the brevity of their abode here was the ccuse of

their rapid transference.

Less than 7th Standard*
7th Standard
High School
College (lloward Univ. Wash. D.C.)
In Columbia 'edical ©School
In L°w School of N.Y. Univ. (night)
Could sperk severcl languages
Tot:1 24

-
HEMFDOOGW

The linguist referred to in the 2bove t:oble is from
St. Thomas, 2 Danish Island where meny tourists spend their
winters, 'nd where - srecking knowledge of many languages is
greatly in demand. The S5t. Thomes Negro has the reputation of

being t2 able to speak o little of several languages.

Reasons Individuals.

"To betier condition¥ =————ee——
To obtin an educ-tion ———e———
Adventure
T  See Relatives
"Trouble on board boat” on which
they worked
To get married

WY H»d2U

Total 24
At bottom, the reason for the immigrotion is economic.
Relatives and prospective wives hod most likely come "to better

condition." Those who came for ed cational epportunities cre

cither working ond attending night school, or working to get
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9.
in the West Indies as a land of plenty. This report acts as
a strong incentive to emigration in a country whose chief crop
is depleting.
“he longest period in New York =---- 17 years
The shortest period in New York ---- 1 year
‘he median period in sew YOrk --=--- 7 years.
) 1. sxtracts from rand Mewnally's
Geograpbg of ) Atlas of the world.
west Indies. ) 2. international weography by
)

Huzh xobert Mill,
oocial otanding

of the negro in ) 3. ‘he whole of White capital and

the west Lndies ) colored labor, by oir oidney Oliver.
I'he books treated of the llegro in the west Indies, Nothing
was read concerning the west Indian negro in america, becsause
it was not thought desirable to commence the study with

ideas already formed about conditions.

The informetion w's gathered through three sources--
interrogation, conversation and observation. A list ox
questions was prepared covering certain forms of ple:sure.
Unly u-on second trial was an adequate list prepared--the
first included plecsures not indulged in and left out many
of their favorite pastimes. 41he second list as prepared
after interviewing a few individuals and was found to be satis-
factory. This method was simple and proved to be very
effective. It surpassed the other two in being more definite
and complete., Often assertions made loosely were corrected
upon further questioning and the individuals gave information
on topies that would not otherwise have becn touched unon,

fne following questionaire was used:



1. Name

Se
4.

5.

G

7.

10.

11,

10‘

A GROU” OF W7.ST INDTAN NXEGROES IN NEW YORK CITY.

Male or Female

Married or single

Children

Address Fl.F.B.R.L.
" (vest Indian)
Age
To W.I. or Amer.
Ages___ Lodgers

Bo of rooms in apartment

Ventilation Cu.Ft. air space per individunl
Rent general condition of apartient
of house

Approximate size

Reagsons for coming to New York

Hom long &n Americn

in New York

Occupation in VW.I.

lio. of occupations since being

liages for last

in New York time in each

W " "

n " "

" " "
Precsent extent of leisure tinme
How is it divided Ilours

for sleep Llieals

How many me~ls at home per day All Yamily prese..t

re ular seats Boarders

Groce conversttion at neals about what
Table manners Bed time

Vhat 13 done between dinner and bed time

Attred night school

Theatres:-Kind Time
Clubs: . .
Sports: !

" "

Daneing:

Pref. More here or les
" L L W o
n " W " n

——e
L) " " L
———

n
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1ing: Vhere For what More ere or lens.

‘Eiiit’i“:: .*...I. T‘ﬂ(‘. Yi'hm . N - -

¢card nlaying: Where - Pref. lMore here or less
wing: Vhere g « " " n
Mmusic: Plays what instrunent ) Clan- of music

Sings Class of nuelc

Anprecistes: Class of !Tusiec Instruments

Beverases: Find Yhere mount lore here or less

g

Chureh Denomination in ''.T. in New York l‘ore here or less

Tinecs ner week ¥ind of service

Hing t'here More here or less.

oers Kind Tine

vzines v »

Diich of the above named ~leasures nont enjoyed

olities: Are y ou & citizen of U. S.

o yvou Iintend to be

Laan |
.

Ia t7 ¢ environment morally otter r worse in ll. « ¢t n in V.

oints of interest mentioned about i.Y.

hat “re your future¢ nlans for yoursclf

For your children

ha e —
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In some coses, however, a better imprension could be
obtoined by making a few remarks that would encourage the in-
dividusl to taolk. By exercising core, what was said could be
-noted. This method wns found superior in a2 few cases and wos
very valuable as o supplement to the method just presented.

Observation, by visiting frequently and ot different
hours of the day, proved to be exceedlngly fitting for the dis-
covery of de ects and conditions that could not be inquired into
such as the aprearance »f the apartnent:, including the taste in
fitting up the different parts of the rooms. This method was
uded to find out the conditions of the streets, of each pool=-room
barber-shop, dance hall, saloon, rathskeller, moving picture
and vuudeville show, undertaiing establishment, grocery store,
t-ilor shop, theatre, restaurant, public bsth, club house, mission
and church in the viecinity.

All of these 'ethods had their peculiar zdv:ontoges,
snd the ~tudy would hawve been incomplete had any one been omitted
entirely.

A club for boys has been conducted in 63rd St., since
October 1912, and work was done [ r tlie Charity Orgonization in
this section or district for two months whieh gave me opportunity
to enter into the life of the neighborhood.

cles Superstition on the part of certoin members of the
group interfered with the progress of the study. 'hree individu-
2ls refused a conference. Thiey would listen t  no explanation

vhutsoever, saying that they understood "the vhole thing" or h:d
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been"eau, ht that wey before,® or the like. Furthe effort
proved to be entirely useless. A prominent West Indian Physi-
cian of the vicinity gave me the privilege of using his card and
nome as a reference. Some who were somewhat uncommunicative in
the first interview, after : call upon the Doctor with regerd

to my purposes, beccme very trlkative in the -econd. 6Gome felt
th:t they did not "erre to be singled out and studied." One

man refused %0 conve se on the ground that it could e of no
benefit to him. The incccuraey of memory, rhich especially

was noticeable among those who had been here for sometime, in
specking of conditions at home, and the discrepsncies which un-
consciously creep in while transferring imprescions, should be
consideredeIt i~ not clcimed, therefore, th:t the naterial here-
in presented dome more than indicate the West Indian's soci~l
mind and his response to his new environment. It is hoped, how-
ever, that the conclusions arrived =zt are warranted by the data

precented.



THE NEGRO IN TII" WiST INDIFS.

In the Viest Indies the clim~te ic never cold,
and, with 1ittle exertion or expenditure, tropic~l fruit,
fish and g me can be had. If it were ot for the depletion
of the staple erop, mugar cone, life would e comparatively
ensy. In addition to the ease offered by these .atural re-
oourc&m arc the generally prevailing low rices found through-
out the British Kingdom. To many of the games, races ~nd otler
force of ‘musement, there is 1o pric: of admission. These
conditions produc 1i:. the Vest 'ndian lov standardes and a love
of ense, vhich are by no means in harmony with the high eost
of 1'ving nnd;)uslne'-" rush in New York City. It is Lhus easy
to wderstand why t'e Vest Indian complains m frequently of
"lack of spare time to engrge in many activitles, for wlich,
to the wntrary and aécording to his own statorents, he hao
amnple time. One wommn: said t at ot home she was "a lady of
leisure,” but that herc she worked all tie time. It was later
learned thnt her only duty was to c¢ire for her own lome, &
four room arartment in vwhich lived herself, her brother and
her 'msband. Several mon vorking only ten or twelve hours per
day claimed thnt they had no time for poing to the theatre,
for welking and otl er amusei.ents. They often spoke
of Ameriea's teing in "suc' a hurry.® No less notéccable is
the cormplaint of having no me'ns for rastimes. This Is true,
in part, but it would apperr that the Uest Indin exaggerates

his inability to pay. In gpocery stores t' ey ean be found buy-
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ing articles for two, t rce or five cents which could be
far more economically purchased in larger quantities. 1In the
churches they give with dignity contributions below fiwve
cents. The collections of the two leading churches of the
district, Union Baptist made up largely of American Negpves
of about the same economic standing, and St. Cyprian's
Episcopal, made up largely of West Indians, show a difference
which substantiates this fact. 1In proportion to the congre-
gation, the collections of the forner far exceed those of the
latter, This may be due partly to the fact that the former
is independent ond self-siupporting while the latter is aided
by the Episcopal Board, but largely doubtiess to the differ-
ence in the habits of their memoérs. Such is to be expected
of individuals vhose modes of 1ife have been shaped by small
demands, when introduced 1nto/:ﬁvir0ument like New York city.
In the WWest Indies, there ore three nain divisions
of the population, White, Colored and Negro. The distinet-
ion between caelored and Negro is not well defined, but its
more sharply drawn than in America. Vriters, as well as
the West Indiocns themselves, sperk of these three divisions.
Two of the individuals become indignant when they noticed
the expression "A Group of West Indian Negroes" on the top
of my question sheet. Others commented upon the nonsense
of the distinetion. In the Islands studied, the Negroes,
or Blacks are in majo ity, and the Colored group exceeds the
+hites. The Whites arc usually English, but many other nat-
ionalties are to be found notably the Spanish. The Colored
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The Colored is nado}up of an intermixture of Negroes
and the other nati nalities, making a stock of African—
Spanish, Afriean - Jewish, African = French, Africon <English
etec. One indiwidu'l could trace in his veins, “"Scoteh,
French, Corib, and Africon blood.® It is not stronge th t the
differeanc between "Colored" -nd "Negro" is more marked in the
“est Indies than in /meriec- when it is considered that outside
o Judie: nd *Jin Crowism® have not stamped all individuecls
of /fricen descent -1ike. The UVest Indian Negro is under no
such pressurc, henee closses tend to form as among other people
In addition to this physieanl division, there are
classes built uron the skill of L e trades followed. For
instanee, the tailor i- reluctant about ascoci~ting with
the plumber, or the » ccountant with the carpenter, though both‘
may be of the same economic standing. But the askill of the
trade is largely determined, in the Vest ndian's mind, by
Just how tidy the w rkman ¢"n keep; hence the cl-ss 1line is
dr-wn on what mmy be called the "nicety® of the wirk. This
distinction is asharply drown ond generally recognized by
the Vest Indian. This ¢ n be explained by the fret that they
live under English rule and lave had Englishmen to imitate
since relecse fro.: their bonddce. They live in =n atmosphere
nregnant wvith caste distinctions.
The other elas ification noticeable in the "gond®
and the "bad." The good rre usunlly the churchgoers and the
bad, the non-church=-goers. The church in the West ndies is

highly esteemed. It sets taboos of all kinds and largely
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determines the conduct of its embers. The West Indian hns
grent fnith which borders on superstition mnd he trusts his

pas or next to his God. They often speal of what noble preach-

ers they have becn accustomed to, B even herethe Mastor
is froquently e21led in to ston a family dispute. The a
tlority of the ¢ urch ic generlly res ected :nd a s!.arp lime
is drawvn Letween church= oers and non-at‘endants. Such plea~
sures are tabooed by the ¢ urch, as car-playing dancing, and
the lile. This was the reason onst frequently efferred for
not indulging in these pleasuwres. A voman and a man, vhen
asked their reamn for not playing ears and dancing, scid
respectively, “I vould have been put out had I done so," and
"my rother made re wolk with my Bible in my h-nd.® There nre
. few, however, who sece: to have disregorded the church en—
tirely and indulged to t eir hLe rts content in all forms of
amusements. They, from the standpoint «f the churchegoeors,
are the "Bad.”

A clear idea of tle relati n and recspomse of the
fest Indian Negro to law nd order in hie country oy be hod
by uoting fro:: tvo Amerienn writers.

Mrs. Flla theeler (ilcox writing from Jamaica to

Tev York fmericrons, in January 1906, spenks as follows: “The
nen or wonan who visits Jamaica and does not acknowledge the
ability of the colored race t oeccupy positions of di; nity and

trust, and to acquire educ~tion and culture, is either blind
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or utterl;, pig=he~ded.

"Three colored ren acted on the jury in Kingston
this week. The policemen, the trolley a~ d railway officials
are colored; m oare post oifice officicls. Ocores of gmen
stamped with the indelible marks of the ‘friesn occupy promi-

nent places in lorge industrial concerns, and the most re-

markable man teocher I ev - met with is lir. of

s Principal ~f t e Cchools, and a nan of very dark
akbeit of wery hendsome features.

"There is no quention bgt thot the colored mon 1o
nore ovenly developed nd ctter trented, betier understood
on this island than a:y vhere in America.”

Prof. Josiah Royce of iarverd University, in an
artiele on "Race Yu stions and Prejudices,” published in the
International Journal of Ethies for April 1908, speaking of
Jaraiea, said, "There is no public o ntroverasy about coecial
e uality or supcriority; lcither a wvhite nan nor a white
wonen foelf insecurc in moving about freely amongst the black
population any where on the Island.

*The llegro is, on the vhole, neither painfully
obstrumive in his npublic manner, nor in need of being sharply
kept in his plocee Within the circles of the black popula—
tion itself, th‘r're ic me mwhile a decidedly rich social daif-
forentiation. There are Negroes in jove nrent service. leg-
roes in the nrofes:ions. Negroes in who arc fairly prosperous

pecsant proprietors, and there 're lso the poor pensants;
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there are the thriftlescs, the poor in the towns-—yes, as in any
tropical country, tie beggars. In Kingston =nd in soge other
towns there #8 o small clos of Negroes who are distinetly
erimin2l. On the whole, however, the Negro and Colored pop-

~ulation, taken in the mass, are orderly, law-abiding, con-

tented ,~——generally loyal t-» the govirnment aspiring in

their own way, and wholesomely self-conccious. He is accus-
tomed to the lawj he sees its ministers often gnd often too,
as men of his own race; and in the main he is fond of order,
and to be respectful toward the establishmé ways of society.
The economic aspect of the island is in many ways unsatisfac-
tory. But the Negro rac® questi n, in & present american
sense of that term, scems to be substantially solved."

The British have encour:ged this a‘titude by being
absolutely foir in matters of legnl contest regardlecsc of color.
The Negro delights in settling his griemances in Court. This
has been worked out to a better conclusion in some islands than
in others. For instancc, in Barbados, wherethe Whites are of

the same stock as the Virginia Colonists and "the blacks of

a supirior stock" and the least mixed of all the islands, the
Ncgro/ggssionﬂtcly fond of and loyal to hisGovernient; "his
island is 1little England oand he is neit er Carib n r Ureole
but true Barbadian horn." The Negro from the Danish Islands
speakSswith even greater mride of the fairnes of his country.
Both of the '‘omes of the Dinish Islanders studied had on their
walls the picture of the late King of Denmark. At his death,

the Danish WWest Indi n Negroes in New York City sent © tribute




20.

of flowers to Denmark for his funcral nd held memorial services
in I 8 honor. The Vest Indian loves law because he chare in
its administrati n nd seces its fairness. He respects authority
and conforms readily to established ways of doing things. This
-he ecarries over into his plersur s and other forms of lifc.
According to stotements rade by per ons interviewed
furing the course of the study, the saloons in the West Indies
are closed at 6:00 .m.. the Sund-y law is Strictly obgerved
and no wnman i allowed on the streets after 2:70 p.m. alone.
Vice and erime are trictly segregnted and the et r class of
vest Indians hold themselves aloof from thisclas « The UVest
Indian ¢ity after nightfall =nd on “undays, execcpt in the slums
pregents a very miet 'nd ordeRly picture. This explains why
the Vest Tndian in New York City finds himself graduslly Keop—-
ing later hours. They often stated fﬁ:tho,, they went t- bed
at soven, but now at twelve o*clock. The same individuals
th t speak m highly of the system ot home can now be found
buying »nd seclling on Sundnye. The recent arrivel, however,
thinks it ~wful t» & ve business places open on Sundoys and 211
night, 2e {8 the e~ce " ith 'ny of our saloons. To the Vest
Indian mind, the Inglish law is severer a: well as fairér than
the Americenon lawe The individual commit'ing an offense [inds
but little mercy, regardless of hisrosition or we lthe This
couges thenm to feel thot cny offense will be justly dealt with

regardliens of the color of the st tus of t'e accuced indiviual,
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h oup in
h§ gist Indies Pleasure Individuals.

nly.

Picnicing
Boating
Fishing
Attending Birth Right Parties
Attending races
Sea Bathing
Bicyeling
Playing Rugby

()
DOVUWRODO

Picnis are held freque .tly under the management
of a lodge, church, Sunday School or Club. The individuals
spend a doy at the Beanch or some other suitable place, boat-
ing, perhaps racing a little, chatting, eating, often cooking
the fish netted the same day and engaging in cricket and rugby,
if the time and weather are suitable.

Boating im participated in to some extent, which is

to be expedted of an island—dwelling folk. Boating takes two

forms, racing 2nd "boat riding" in which a crowd of jpersons
take an outing simple for the pReasure it affords. Races are

~held flor the pleasurc of the spectators. Betting is generally

indulged in on such occasions.

Fishing may be regarded 88 pleasure »~nd work combined,
for it is hard to tell whether the individual fiches for the
ple~sure of fishing or for the sake of catching his evening
meal. However considered, many individuals in the West Indies
eng-ge in it not s » regul.r employment for they fish during
their leisure hour:, snd doubtles derive some plecsure from

it.
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Birth Nights arc frequently celebr:todl with a supper, to
phich a fow selected friends arce invited. A progrorme is arranged
by the individual giving the celebration. It consists ol songs
recitations (usually poetry), conversations (comprised largely of
Jokes), refreshments, ond toasts to the host or hostess.
Horse racing is ~ delight of the Vest Indian. .Admission
in free. “eserved seats nre sold. The attendance is us=lly
1 rece. Betting is engeged in to some ex ent.
Sea Bathing is frecuently mentioned with pleasant re-
¢cnllectionse.
BicyoRing ‘s"fomous®in the Vest Indies. A1 of the
{-lands studies have good roade leading out from tle towns for
so e distanece, and thus is bieyeling encowrrged. On coming to liew
Yoric City, this erort is rbandoned on nccount of the crowded con=-
digion of the streots.
Rugby, the Imglish gane of football, is & winter sport

in the vest Indies.

llote: To avoid repetition the plessures eng jed in in both

L@

pPlaces 're discussed under the "lLest Indian in New York City:!



THE_HEST INDIAN IN K:W YORE CITY.

The group was taken from Vest CGlst, 62nd, 63rd, and
cAth Streets, between Tenth and E}eventh Avenues. This is in
that section of New York City known as "San Juan Hil) ,': 80
c~lled because of the riots thet occurred between the Irish and
the Negroes just after the batile on S:n Juan Hill in the Span—
ish Amerie n /ar, and becouse of the sl ope toward the Hudson.

In the first two streets, the louscs, as a rule, are unfit for
huan habitation. YThey are in a dilapidated qondition, the "alls
and stairways are frequently found d rk and filled with an offen~-
sive order. The glass in the ronthall dcor f the gro.nd floor
of one house in 62nd Street remeined out from the First of
Decenber 1012 to the lost of March 1013. This explains in pa;t
at any rate, the frequent change of tenants' addresces. Of

the trenty-seven names obt ined from the kinderg-rten and nur—
sery, only c¢i ht ecould be loentad -t the addresses given. These
nancs were drawn from a list made out about a yoor provious.

omc had pone to 63rd and G4th Streets and othe s to lHorlem.
These uncatisfactory housing conditions also scecount for the fact
thrt o visitor must tell his name and o:iten his business,
ofore the door is opened. liany erimes arc con itted in these two
trects. In them are two rathskellers ‘nd severdl saloons. The
observer cen sometimes listen to o serron and watch ¢ fight with—
111 o bloeir at the same time.

Sixty-third and sixty-fourth Straects present a some-
vhat better apre rance. pon examinetion, it is found thot 63rd

“t. is free from places ~f vice, except on the Tenth Avenue Cor.
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Union Baptist Church has exerted sufficient influence to lkcep out
even pool rooms. In G64th Street there are two pool roonms, but no
saloons or rothsfjellers. In these two streets are the FPhipps
~nd other new-low tonements, whic!: have caused eschange in con-
ditions both by inducing - bhetter clas: of pecople to come t- the
neighborhood and by encouwraging bett erconduct of those al ready
there. |

In the neighborhood the following ploces for mcial

bet erment “re t-ken sdvantage of by the Uplored people:

igenci oe Individuals

e —"

Missions and Chopels
Places for holding clubsg e
Churches
Day HNuseries
Gymnasium
fublic Bath

OO

Total 21

There cre also mony moving lcture ad waudeville
theatres on Broadway ne r TGolumdbus Circle, one of consideresble
#ize on G6th St., Betweoon NHinth nd Tenth ‘venues, nd the

entury Theatre on the corner of 62nd Street and Eighth Avenue.
411 of these arc attended Ly the Mest Indians. The nearecct dance
hall is on 63rd St., near Jixth /wenue.

The two leading churches are St. Cypriants ‘rotestant
"piscopual end Union Baptist. The fornmer w s erected by the Board
of the Episcopal Denomination. In ~dlition to its chapel, It has
& (ymnasium, afld other institutionrl featurese. The latter wis

erected and is now supported by itsc mem ers. IR has by for the
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larger congregation, mostly of American Negroes, »nd is in closer
touch with the community. Its services arec more emotional, at
times bordering on disorder. This im especially true of the
sunday School. In St. Cyprian's, the membership is largely West
indian. This is due to the fact that, the Episcopal Church is
the dominant church i n the West Indies. There is quite a contrast
between the services of the two churches. T?c order of St. Cyprians
Church and Sunday School is ve y good. This/;erhaps due both to tle
formality of the servic and the We t Indian customapyy dignity and
quietness of manner.

An idea of what the West'Indian is doing i1 this section
in busines- is shown by the following table. Only colored busi-
nes-es are taken into account.

BUSINISS ENTIRPRIZES OF AMERTCAN AND WEST
INDIAN NEGROES ON *SAN JUAN HILL."
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It is thus seen that fifteen of the twenty
busines~es are run by the West Tndians, though they are fewer in
population in these streets than American Negroes. The BarBadians
are outnumbered by the other West Indians, but they have three
fifths of the West Indian businessess. The VWest Indian business
succes« can be explained by two facts; 1. He is accusomed to
carryin. on business. 2. He has learned to trust his fellow-
countryman and they sup ort him in business. They m ake sacri-
fices ~nd freguently inconvenience thenselves in order to en—
courage the beginner——sometimes coming great distances to give
him their patronage. One man claims that several West Indiuns who
live in Brooklyn come weekly t~ his store on 62nd St., to lay in
their supply of groceries. A Vest Indian undert-ker said that
enother Vest Indian refused cn under bid of twenty dollars by a
vhite undertaker. It is frequently said that the West Indirn is
the only legro that can vithstand the competitiocBof the Jei's There
is no doubt that he is sueccessful in small busines .

He comes in contact with the white men in the streets,
the theatres, srloons, restaurants and otherpublic places. The
West Indian chafes under the prejudice cicountered in this couhtry
in public places. At his home there is absolutely no distinction
in public affairs, the only distinction that can be found is in
Priv te affairs. From this it might be expected that he hes less
regerd for Ameriern law 'nd justice. Some spoke; freely of their
lmpression of “meriea's co-crlled "freedom and equality." They

¢leim that it has been reduced to a farce and that "Christianity



here upholds the exact antithesis of Christ's teaching."

They all prefer /‘meric~ because of the economic conditions. Of
the seventeen men interviewed, only one has become o citizen;
ten intem to become ncoturalized as soon aspossible; six do not
core to be citizens, two becruse of prejudice, two because of
love for Ingland and Denmark, one because he sees no cdvantage
in being -~ citizen; and onc intends to return home shortly.

The contaect of the Vest Indian and dAmericon Negro is
not lways ple sant. Frejudice oxists to some extent between
the two. The est Indian often borats of cuperior conditions
at home, to which the Americsn Negro retorts that they *leave
home and servints to become tenants and servants." The source
of the prejudice e:nn only be locnded with difficulty. It pre—
vents to a grent extent howevey, the intercourse between the
tvo groups.

The ppartments of the Vest Indians displayed all
grodations of clernlinens. They =~ re in some instances decor-
~ted with post—cards fro.: the Lest Indies. In & ::m, the
decor-tion is smmewh t profuse, consisting of foiry pictures,
bri ht colored curtains and ruges, but on the whoel the & pear—
ance is mach more cheerless thon the home of the average Ameri-
can legro. The number of casec observed do not werrant a
Jeneralizetion, but the three homers mistres ed by unedue ted
nerie n wifes, the conditions in which 're not concidered in
thia study, -resented o f-r more cheerful ~ppe-rance. This can

© 97ly be understood when one thingks -f the quietness and
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deliberantion of the West Indirn'c speech and manier. His home

~carries vith it the some dullnes of spirit.

PLEASURES TNJOWID TiT A - TCA.

A necessary pleasure is eating. The UWest Indain
g a rule eats threce full me~ls per day. His mecal hour is looked
upon as an ‘our of enjoyment w!er he and his family talk of
-home, travel, religion, current events and comprre the customs
of lNew York City with &hese of his home. After dimmer comes his
smoke, walll, visit or readl g.

The U'est Indian consumes considerable time in afd
derives o great deal of enjoyment from smoking. He is found
most frecuently smbking his »ipe -r cligarette (pe haps for an
econonic reason). He smokoz frequently dwring the day, but
especially after me le mnd Quring the evenings. Of the group
of meventeen men, four Lave never smoked, two have sroked lesn,
nd four heve smoked more here than at home; one has learned to
suore since coming here, and six have expericnced no change.
There hos been & noticeable ineresse in cmoking especially among
the bachelors, who indulge in 1t chiefl to drive awey "a feeling

of loneliness.®

The group's Indulgence in tho drink hobit obteina as

a1l own:
Drinks Individuals.
Beerx 0
Soft Drinks (sodn only) == 3

VUine


http://fam.il

N s Jaipriamts
Bone

7
4

Total

0f the sevanteen drinkers, twelve drink at home with their
few friends and at meals; two at partices only when t heir onmrades
drink, and three in saloons, at homec, ot parties, or anywhere.
It will be noticed tii't the three soft drinkers could not be taken
of{ the list,}lcuving fourteen that drink. Of these fourteen
gone drink t excesz, tws are "medimm® drinkers (1.8 drinking
a bottle of beer once or twice per doy ); nine drink but "litile®
(i.20. thoy take » dArink once or twice ner week) and six drink
very lit'le® (i.e. drinking a 1it le wine or beor less tian once
per onth or only 2t -arties). Two stopped drinking, while fiwe
learned t- drink after arriving in Néw York. In the salcons and
nool rooms occagionally a Vest Indlian is seen nouding under the
influence of liquore. The obserw tion of the writer, the testi-
money of th groun studied, and the statements of the white and
-colored saloon lceners of the viecinity point to thc conclusion
th-t the West Indien is rarely a drunkerd. Iie drinks more in
How York then at his home recause it ig hoendier, the teboo of
the ¢ ureh is ot oo strong ond lhis acquaintances here ere usually
drinkers.

The Vest Indians congregete during tne evening ond con=—
virco——frequently in frivolous jokes. The delight aleso in ar-
(unents abont the Seriptures »:.4d current eveatc. This perhops
tn'es the lace of the literary or debotin: societics at'ended in
the Test Indlies, of which they szo frequently cpeck. In these

argunents, they seldom give more thon mere opinions abcut tle
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ths
questions under consideration--there is displayed, however, some

ordcinality of thought. The West Indian consciously stirives to
-be independent in his thinking.

Consciousnes~ of kind, = with other grouns, shows
1tcelf by interéhenge of visits with friends and blood relatives.
0f the group studled:

0 viaitod more nt home
2 * here
2 experienced n chenge
3 do not vieit 2t 211 here.
Of the 21 who visit in New York:
11 vigit lUest Indi'ns more frevucntly
3 - Americ-ns ”
7 " both about the name.
Whon viciting ie done:

g vi 11t generally on 'undays

5] " in the evonin(;s

3 . on wos} deys

2 # eveningc n.ud Sundays

2 . - " " weck days.

The cre-teat smpunt of time srent {n vieliting is fifty
six hours per month, the median hours for t ¢ group is twelve.
Tt i3 evident thrt the Vest Indisn does hia grentest mouwnt of
visiting evenings and Sundays, which is Lo be expected of a work—-
neonle. They visit othe Vest Tndi-ns mootly becouse of the
longer acquaintance, and tle nrejudice axisting between them md
the ‘meric'n Negroes. The grent decre se in visiting is due to

the pore limited number of aequsintances and ‘o lack »f leisure.
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tres. Kind attended most Individuals

Vaudeville 6
Moving Picture 2
Extravaganza 3
:Melodrama 2
:Tragedy 1
Dramatic :Religous p
:Comedy 1
Have never attended theatre —————w——e 7

Total ———————04

Kind Preferred Individuals
Vandeville 4
Extravaganza 6
¢ Religious —— 2
Dramatic : Melodrama ——————o— 2
: Tragedy 1
: Comedy ————————ee—— 1
Circus 1
Have never attended thaetre —-———— Y

Total — 24

Frequency Individuals
About once rer day 1
Over fiwe times per month —————— 1
From one to four times per month-— 9
Less than once per month ————- (4]
Hove never attended theatre ———— 7

Totol 24

Seven have never been to any kxind 6f thestre. In some
of the islands studied there are no thectres--in Brabades, they
vere introduced only since some of the individuals have been in
Hew York, The greatest theatre-goeps are from Port of Spain,
Trinidad, where there cre a number of thestrcs. In these islands
~the individuals look forward with pleasuvre to tlie coning of some

of the Ameriec~n Circuses, notably "Barnum and Bailey." Some of

¥ Informlﬁﬁ insisted on correctnes: of statement: doubted
however.
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the plays frequented mnd appreciated here :re the Voudeville (in
which the actors are white and t ¢ Negroes are so far outnumbered
thot they con exert but 1iftde influence upon the selection of acts.)
moving pictures of the Wild lVest und Indian life, the plays of Shake-
spe're (especially Romeo and Juliet), Joseph and His Brethern, The
vhip, and especially the Hippodrome. Some claimed that they were
nt able to go to the theatre preferred most, hence the difference
hetwecn the preferred plays and the plays actually atteinded. To
some no kind of theatre = jealed. One womcn said that her extra
morey was Spent "to much better =zdvantage eating ice-cream." Of
the seventeen the tre ;oers, three went iore at home =nd fourtcen
more in New York. As = rule, in their selection, they discard th:t
which required depths of thought and emotion for that which pos:esses
-surface beruty and calls up simple idecs and emotions, such ¢s
;xtravaganza md vaudeville. There are t osc, however, who & pre-
cirte dramas whith r:ther complicated plots bringing out the depths
of "umnn passion.

There are several motives for walking—-busi ess, health,
ple'sure, and instruction. Walking on business, ha: not been con-

sidered because it 2llows the individual n frecdom of choice.

Walked more at home 19

" * in New York a4

Experienced no change 1
Total 24

Did not walk at 11 at lome —-———————— 0

. o . " " 4in New York ————— 5

vhere: Park only - 8; streets only - 1; both - 10.
liotive: Pleasure - 11; Health, air - 3; exercise - 3;
He~1lth, pleasure and instruction, - 2.

Frequency: Less tlan once per onth ——————¢g
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Frequency: About once per week —-— 8
Twice or more per week —— 5
5

Not at =11

Total @ =—————— ——4

Two of the individunls walke# e rly each morning ~nd
late each night, during the summter. The West Indian at times
deli;hts in being alone. They often speak of going to Central
pPark to navoid the crow, while one spoke of going to Broadway to
be in the crowd 'nd view the white lights. Their delight for
wal ing in the park is in harmoney with their poetic n-ture, which
will be brought out in snother conneetion. Walking in the iiest
Indies is encouraged by th proximity of the be-utiful country
scenery.

B The West Indion is a lover of music, so is evidenced by
the number of graphophones, pianos, mandolines, violins, guitars
and organs found in their homes and the music heard in &d joining
apartments. Sunday afternoons and a few hours duriig the evenings
are spent playing the organ and singing hymns. The pastor of the
church rel ted several instances of their singing a hymn or
two to the musie of an accor ian at ma riages on Sundeys =nd dan-
cing to the music of a banjo or guitor at marriages during the
week. Avisitor to o West Indi n home, almost always, has his
knowledge or ignorance of rusic revealed by entreaties to jplay. Of

the twenty-four individuals studied, twelve play some kind of in-

strument .
Instrument Individual
* ok * ke
Pianom or Orgnn ————————— 5
Guitor 2
Violin 2
Mandolin - 2
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Instrument Individual
ok ok ok * ok +
All four 1
No instrument 12
Total —_————24
Clas of Music Played Mostly Indivduals
Sent imental 4
Sacred S
Classical S
Ragtime 2
None 12
Totzl ——————— 1

Only eight of the indiciduals sing well enough to sing
solos or take - separate part in a chrous.

Class of Music Sung Most Individuals

Sacred 4
Sentimentel S
6

Ragtime

None 1
Tot-1 ———————— 24

Instrument liked most Individuals

Piano 1
Violin -

Organ
Mandolin
Guitar
Graphaphone

HEHEDNDPOCO

Total 24

It is seen that the West Indi-n is very sentimental.
(This is 2lso show in his love let'er, which is filled with
expre sions of affection). Some of the pieces of music mentioned
—are"Beautiful Stars of Heaven," Warblers of the Wildwo-d," and
"Till the Sands of tle Desert Grow Cold." In addition to senti-
mentality, there scems Lo be a poetic streak in his nature. The
Vest Iniian, as & ru'e, dislikes to be accused ofloving ragtime

music. is songs are by no means so cheerful as those of the
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American Negro.

Nine of the individunls have never danced. Three have

learened since coming to New York. Of those that hawe danced
in bo'h places, six have danced more at home, and six more in New
Yorz. The doneing is done at the dance hall on 53rd St., a2nd at
three casinos. Two of the individuels attend at le:st three dance:
per week, fi¥e about one per rionth and mine not so many. The
average number of hours spent in deneing by the group is about five
per month. The only dances practiced are fhe two-step, waltz and
schottische—~the waltz being the preference of the majority.
Other than the three thut leared aftcr coming to New York theree
seems t5 be no change in t'e amount of dancing praocticed. It must
be considered, however, that many of t'e individvals have married

since coming to New York, and hence have stopred for that
reason. All of the single individuals have either le=zrned to dance
or danced more after coming to America. I =m convinced th-t the
vect Indian, wnles  certain causes pepuliarly Averican prevent,

dances far more in New York than =t hone.

Ten of the individuals have never played cards. One
played ot home, bhut was stoped after coming here "by the
Lord," while t ree lecrned aft.: coming to New York. Of the
ten thot played in the West Indies and now play, four played

more at home, and six more in New York.

Game Preferred Individuals
VVhist 10
Bridge - 1

Casino 1
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Game Preferred Individuals.
Seven Up --p p=— 1
Pinchole 1
None 10

Total 24

Nine of the individuals played at home with two three
or four intimate friends, nnd four #Wsually =t prrties, i.e. with
a group of individu-ls sufficient to number to occupy two or

more tables.

Frequency Individuals
Less than once per month ———=———= 3
Once per week 6
More often 4
Not since coming to New York - 1
Never did 10

Total 24

i The West Indians seems to care but little about
card playing, and "trusts luck" largely for results. This ex-
plains the objectiom so many raised against card playing, i.e.
that "It does t'e mind no good." Checkers and Spanish Pool are
frequently played by the children while the »srents watch the game
and commend the victor. There ic a small incre:cse in card play-
ing after coming to New York.

Seven of the individuals have never taken part in uny
form of sport. Nine played edcket -t home, while only three
pleyed in America. A Cricket Club and a Voman' Auxiliary hold
too meetings per week each in "San Ju-n !'111" durin, the sumrer,
Cricket is the universal gome in the West Indies, and though there
is less tnterest in the port here, it is the most popular game
anong the VWeet Indians in New York. One of the individuals is a

boxcr, one a football player, and one a professional basket and base
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-ball player, Only five of the group engage in any form of ath-
letics i New York, though they have oppportunity to do so. This &8
nerhaps due to the lack of knowledge of American Athletics to the
fact th=t they are not used to vigoruus exertion (especially in

play) owing to the elimatle, or to 2 love of ease.

ub
fe. The club activities may be divided into two parts. (1)

membership in secret societies or lodges aund (2) membership in non-
secret clubs »rganized for physical intellectual, or social improv-
ment. The lodged of which theWest Indinns are members are liasons,
0dd Fellows, Knights of Pythi-s, Guidiné Star of Moses, Ht. Tabor
Union House, Household of Ruth, Temple House of Moses, Foresters add
Love and Charity. 1In the secu..d group fall the Cricket Club, St.
Cyprian Atletic Club, Mothert's Club of Lincoln Day Nusery, the
Mechanics Association, the West E.d Civic League, beside many clubs
connected with the churches. The ¥West Indians from the Danish Is-
lands have a society for the Lenefit of the poor at home, and send
ot intervals certain sums of money to the West Indkes for the popr.
The church clubs in New York are social, while those in the West
Indies are usually literary in function. The lodges require a mon-
thl fee, usually ten or twenty-five cents. They give sick :md

denth benefits. Meetings sre held from oneeper month to twice

per vcek. Memberhip in the lodges scems to be in the ascendency
In the Vest Indies, while just the reversé is true with the other
clubs.
Clubs in which membership is leld Individuals
5 |
4 1
3 |




Clubs In which lMfembershi» is Held Individuals.
2 5
1 10
0 6

Total 24

The average number of hours spent in atiending club meet-
ings per month for the aroup'is about five. One the whole thecre
is 1ittle change in club activitis ater coming to New York. Next,

to the church, the clubs and lodges are the greatest social centres.

urch i
ing. In the West

ndies all the individuals were church members
and church-goers. Fifteen are members here. Twenty-five have

b en to church since being in New York.

Church Attended Most Individuals.
: St. Cyprians 13
Episcopal : St. Crysostum's 3
: St. Phillip's 1
Union Baptist 2
C-tholic 1
Evengelistic 1l
Third Norawvian 1
None — 2
Toto1 24
Attended more 2t home 22
» same in both ~laces 1
" more in New York 1
Total —_————24
Frequency Individuals.
More t'an once per week - 8
Once per week 10
Lesz then once per weck 4
Not at 2ll 2
Total 24

Eighteen go especially to herr the preaching, two to
he r the literary programne and me to hear the singing. There is a

great decregase in the West Indian's church attendonc: . He explains
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tis by saying thaot "there are other ~leeocs th go in New York,"
thot "the precchers in Nev York =llow too m ch follishness in tleir
churches,” th ot "Bothing uplifting can be he'rd in the Americnn €hur-
Churchy®"that the American Church senctions prejudice® and that no
one is here to moke him go. One of the Individuals connected him-
self with the Catholic Church bec: se it (14 not diserimin~te. The
Jes Indion has far less respect for the Americcn Church than for

his home church.

A congiderable part of the Vest Indian's time is spent
in re- 'ins;. Reading wea divided into three ports: reading papers,
na_azines, nd bookse.

Parers: Nineteen -f the group re d papers. The papers
read ro¢ the repgular dnilies, tv  colored papers (The liew York
ge and "he Jmsterdam News). and papers irom the Vest Indies. There
isg & nreference for "the iress” and *Tribune® becausc of the Edit-
orials. The Ueot "ndian claim that the editorials in these two
popars are "more t uthful ond not so sensational.®” There is an in-
crensc in newspsp er readin, , due most likel, to t he cheapness and
hondiness of the ‘nmerican newspa er. The pa ers {rom the lest
[Ldles arc very small, as a rule—consisting frequently of only tvo
shoets. Usually the heed line -f the naper is the only thing read,
but In two enses the individuals spoke of re~ding the entire paper,
excent ~dvertisements, while five sperks of aying especial atten-
tiom * the editorials.
lagazines: GSixteen of the individuals read no magazines.
‘¢ other eight nentioned in order: The Outlook (or Roosevelt's

cozine® cs it is cenrlled). The Literary Digest, the Crisis sdited
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by DuBois), Ainslee's and The System. Huch less time
is spent in reading nogazines thah in reading papers or books.
More magazines are read in New York that at home.
Books: All of the individuals except two read

books of some kind.

Books read most Individuals.

Bible

Poetry
Fiction
Religious novels
History
Law
No books

WHHENDOO® O

Total 24

There was noticed a »reference f r the llew Testament,
which is frequently read before tetiring and just after rising.
The VVest Indian revels 1in poetry. After a short acquaintance,
some recite from Milton's Paradise Lost, Tennysons' "Idyls of
the King," Poe's "Ravem" Scott's "Lady of the Lake," Shakespeare's
noetry, and o few other books. Two of the individucls recited their
ovil compositions——one an "Ode on the Death of a Friend" t» console
his relatives and the other a poem, "A Lyric of Love". The two
compositions seem to posce s two of the requisits of good poetry,
"form" and "high seriousnes:s," but lack "suggestivenecs," Among
the other books mentioned are "Rarry Thou till I OGome." "Ivanhoe"
"Lant of the Mohicans," "Ben lur" the works of Alexcnder Bumas,
/mericnan History, and law books. A few dime novels were seen in
tvo of the homes.

. Mage-—

HOURS SPENT Il READING BY TIIU TNDIVIDUALS:— Papers—Zines—Books.
One hour per day or more 9 3 1




41.

Maga~—
HOURS SPENT IN RE/DING BY 717 INDIVIDUALS=— Papers—zines — Books.
jess than one hour per day 10 5] 0
Tot:1l 19 8 22

3ix read more in New York
Eleven r-ad more in West Indies
Seven experience no change.

*TABLE SHOWING THE COMPARATIVE PLE/SURL ACTIVITIES
IN THE TWO COUNTRIIS.

: New :West New York :About : West In—:Neit—;
t ¢ York :Indies : more :sameN.Y: dies ther :Total
Pleagures + Only :0nly 2 & U.J. & more  :Places
Smoking 1 s 0 : 4 .8 - 2 - & S
Drinking s B 22 e 4 7 L 3 2 (4] 2.7 3 24
Dancing 3 : Q 2 i8N : Q s (o) 9 24
ard Plaving ] : 1 - ] 2 0 : 4 + 10 24
The tre=going : 5 : 0 H 9 0 : 3 7 24
Visiting i 0 B : 2 3 2 : 17 i Q0 24
felking 0 e 0 3 4 : 1 L £ 0 24
Athletics 0 s 12 3 2 3 0 : 32 7t 24
Church-poing 0 3 2 1 3 1 20 0 24
:Papers : 0 :: 0 17 2 i 0 : 5 : 24
Readin::Marazines 0 : 0 s 2 P 0 : 0 16 - 24
:Books P 0 0 : 2 : 3 : 17 T2 1 24

* The table aims only to summarize vhat hes already be presented
at vorious points in the study.

' Music is no included in the table beccuse a satisfoctory com—

' parison of themsic played sung Aand ap reciated in the two places
could not be made from the statements of the individuals of the
group. For the same reason the club nctivities 2re not included
én the tavle.



SUMMARY

Pleasures Individuals.

Church-going
Reading
Theatre-going
Music
Smoking
Dancing
Walking

HEHEMDQOUO®

Total 24

Three of these who prefer reading, one who prefer
theotre-going and two who prefer music get most joy out of the
religious side of these plensure. Then fourtecn of thé twenty
four persons are distinctively religious in their nature. This
.quality outweights by iar any other pos essed by him. Perhaps
the nert in order is the sentimental. The 1236 %a%:u%¥, physical
and convival qualities would be hard to grade so/ ccomparative
importance. No one of the tirec received any great emphasis in
/est Tndian 1life.

Judging from the participation in and rejection f
plecsures in New York and a personal knowledge of eaéh individual,
the group was divided into three class according to its response
to the Americ:in environment.

l. Those th:t deterior te. %Yhis clas: may be furthe:
separated into two divisions:

A. Those that accept the worst of the
Americaon life.

B. Those thot tend to become hermits and
take no part in activities any further
Lthan 1s absolutely necessary.
11. Those who neither deterior:te nor elevate but instead

¢irry on a daily progr.m very similar to the one used at home.
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3. Those that assimilate the best of Amerkcan life
and improve their comditionm.
An exces:cive increase in drinking, dancing, attending
vaudeville and card-playing is considered a sign of deterioration
unless accompanied by equal increase in church-going, rcading of
good books, walking, attending night school and the like. A tendency
toward seclusion is also undesirable because it is indicative of
poor ad justment to new conditions. An increase in the [ormer
get of pleasure activities coupled with a similar increase in the
latter or vice versa or no chunge whatever is taken to be indieative
of neither elevation or deterioration. A decrease is considered
8 sign of improvement ot no change in the former atiended by an
increase in the latter. The conclusions are largeky based upon the
individuals story taken in the main and the impressions derived of

him and his home during the visits, as upon the above arr:ungements of his

rleasures.
Classes Individuals
ome ; - 3; e —
No. 1 ! bewee-- 2y 0 eceecee- 5
Noo 11 ------------------------- 8
NO. 5 ------------------------------ 11
Total 24.

The median of the ages of the clsss that experienced no change
in the routine of tneir lives is 36 years,* while the median for
the entire group is 31 years. It is not strange that the older indivi-
duals were chanzed less by their new surroundings than the younger because

they would naturally be more fixed in their nabits and hence less impres-

8ionable,

*There was no difrerence between the mdians of the time spent in
New York by those individuals and the whole gfoupe.
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It can be definitely stated that the first three indivi-
duale in Cleoss 1. are undesirsble citizens. Though the other iwo
are les- harmful then tle previous three, they cannot be called

desirable. The eight persons in Class 1l are more desirable than
those that show peevishnes and ill-tempered discontent with every-
thing Americ=an. Though not so valuable an mse¢ as Class 1l11l.
they must be clas: with the desir:ble. Then sut of the group of

twenty—-four p ersons studied, nineteen or about four-fifths may

be safely welcomed.



